In this paper we propose the synthesis of (E)-1-(3-morpholinopropyl)-3-phenoxy-4-styryl azetidine-2-one as a new monocyclic β-lactam. Its structure has been confirmed by IR, 1 H-NMR, 13 C-NMR and Mass spectroscopic data. In addition to its synthesis we present AM1 calculation to characterize the physical properties of the molecule.
Introduction
The synthesis of monocyclic β-lactams has received considerable attention in recent years due to their potential antibacterial activity. Several synthetic entries toward monocyclic β-lactams have been developed, the most important routes being (1) the ester enolate-imine condensation, (2) cyclization of β-amino carboxylic acids and esters, (3) cyclocondensation of ketenes, ketenimines, and keteniminium salts with imines, (4) cycloaddition of chromium-carbene complexes with imines, (5) cyclizationof β-functionalized amides, imidates, and hydroxamates,and (6) oxidation of azetidines [1] . The reaction between ketenes and imines (Staudinger) is one of the most convenient forms to obtain 2-azetidinones (β-lactams) in a convergent and stereocontrolled manner. The importance of this reaction stems from the utility of β-lactams in medicinal chemistry and from the utility of the obtained cycloadducts in the synthesis of compounds of biological interest. In addition, the reaction is very versatile and therefore can be used in combinatorial chemistry [2] . Morpholine is a simple heterocyclic compound with a great industrial importance. It is used as anticorrosive agent and as chemical intermediate catalyst, solvent, antioxi-dant in the production of various pharmaceuticals and pesticides [3] . Therefore we decided to synthesize some new monocyclic β-lactams bearing a morpholino moiety and one of them is reported here.
Results and Discussion
Treatment of cinnamaldehyde 1 with morpholinopropyl amine 2 in ethanol under reflux condition afforded the new Schiff base 3 as a dark-red liquid. The [2+2] cycloaddition of this imine with the ketene (Staudinger reaction) generated in situ from phenoxyacetyl chloride in the presence of triethylamine in dry dichloromethane afforded 1-(3-morpholinopropyl)-3-phenoxy-4-styryl azetidine-2-one 5 . The coupling constants for H 3 and H 4 were 4.25 Hz which is consistent with the cis of geometry. The cis geometric isomer of the product was also confirmed by theoretical calculations. Then the optimized structure of the molecule was calculated.
Scheme 1
All calculations in this work were carried out with the AM1 level of theory using the GAUSSIAN 03 suite of programs [4] . More information about these methods is available elsewhere [5] . Figure 1 presents the optimized structure of the molecule with bond lengths and bond angles shown. (enthalpy content, in kJ mol -1 ), T 1 =100 K, T 2 =298.15 K, and T 3 =1000 K calculated AM1 frequencies. The fits were performed according to the equations implemented by the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) [6] . . These where the fitted results to the Shomate equations [5] which are implemented by the JANAF tables of the NIST databases. These equations converged to an R 2 value of 0.999 on average. These equations have been very good at predicting physical properties of various molecules, as we have tested in the past [6] [7] [8] .
Fitted Thermodynamic Equation (T/1000=t) 
Synthesis of 3-morpholino--((E)-3-phenylallylidene) propan-1-amine
A mixture of cinnamaldehyde (2.00 g, 15.00 mmol) and 3-morpholinopropan-1-amine (2.16 g, 15.00 mmol) was refluxed in ethanol for 6 hours. Then the solvent was evaporated under reduced pressure.The croud product was obtained as a dark-red oil. 
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Synthesis of 1-(3-morpholinopropyl)-3-phenoxy-4-styryl azetidine-2-one
A solution of phenoxyacetyl chloride 4 (0.86 g, 5.00 mmol) in dry CH 2 Cl 2 (10 mL) was slowly added to a solution of (3-morpholino-N-3-phenylallylidenepropan-1-amine 3 (1.00 g) and distilled triethylamine (2.33 g, 10.00 mmol) in CH 2 Cl 2 (20.00 mL) at 0 o C.The reaction mixture was then allowed to warm to room temperature and stirred overnight. Then it was washed with saturated sodium bicarbonate solution (20 mL), brine (20 mL), dried (Na 2 SO 4 ) and the solvent was evaporated under reduced pressure to give the crude product which was then purified by column chromatography over silica gel (eluent EtOAC : EtOH 10 : 3) to afford 5 as a brown solid. 1H, dd, H-4, J = 4.25, 8.75), 3.26 (4H, t, CH 2 -O), 3.06 (4H, p, CH 2 -N 
